
Glossary:
Race: Race is a powerful social idea that gives people different access to opportunities and 
resources.  Race is not biological but is real. Race affects everyone, whether we are aware of it 
or not.

Individual racism: Pre-judgment, bias, stereotypes about an individual or group based on race. 
The impacts of racism on individuals include members of certain racial groups internalizing 
privilege and people of color internalizing oppression.

Institutional racism: When organizational programs or policies work to the benefit of certain 
racial groups and to the detriment of people of color, usually unintentionally or inadvertently.

Structural racism: The interplay of policies, practices, and programs of multiple institutions 
which leads to adverse outcomes and conditions for people of color compared to members of 
other racial groups. This occurs within the context of racialized historical and cultural conditions.

Accountable: Responsive to the needs and concerns of those most impacted by the issues you 
are working on, particularly to communities of color and those historically underrepresented in 
the civic process. 

Educational and Racial Equity: Providing equitable access to opportunities, resources and 
support for each and every child by intentionally recognizing and eliminating historical barriers, 
as well as the predictability of personal and academic success based on race, background and/
or circumstance. 

Racial Inequity: When communities of color do not have access to opportunities and a person’s 
race can predict their social, economic and political opportunities and outcomes.

Stakeholders: Those student, families and community groups impacted by proposed policy, 
program or budget issue who have potential concerns or issue expertise. Examples might 
include: specific racial/ethnic groups, other institutions like Seattle Housing Authority, schools, 
community-based organizations, staff and families.

Culture: The ways that we each live our lives; including values, language, customs, behaviors, 
expectations, ideals governing childrearing, the nature of friendship, patterns of handling 
emotions, social interaction rate, notions of leadership, etc.

Expected Outcomes: A measurable result that is planned for, using the racial equity tool.


