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NORTH BEACH






PTA Board Meeting

North Beach Elementary
November 5, 2013, 6:30 p.m.

It is the mission of the North Beach Elementary PTA to foster community inclusion, child advocacy and academic excellence by facilitating communications, supporting teachers and staff, & enhancing the educational, social & physical environment of North Beach Elementary School.
Minutes
Attendees: Lynne Blanchard, Tim Dugaw, Marc Hardy, Erika Hermanson, Burt Hopkins, Liz Ryan, RJ Sammons, Liz Schroder, Kerry Schultz, Jodi Somm 
Guests:  Catherine Wheatbrook (President, Olympic Manor Community Club), Jonathan Halfacre (SPS NW Executive Director), Sharon Peaslee (Director, School Board)
Location:   North Beach School Library
6:30 -- Call to order

A. HOUSEKEEPING
1. INTRODUCTIONS.  RJ Introduced Seattle Public Schools (SPS) NW Executive Director, John Halfacre.
2. MINUTES.  No quorum, so we will wait to approve October 2013 Board Meeting Minutes at December Meeting.
3. Elected Board Member PTA Training.  Several board members still need to attend.

B. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (RJ Sammons)
Celebration.  Collective voice successful in giving feedback which adjusted the North Beach Elementary boundaries in the plan the School Board will be voting on.

What work happens with NB Staff on early release days?  Review Saxon math scope and sequence to align with Common Core Standards (CCSS).  Deepening our  mathematical thinking.  Creating deeper thinking math problems.  Over the past 3 years our math scores had decreased.  Three year average across all tested levels was 83% passage rate on MSP.  MSP Strands requiring focus:  Number Sense/Algebraic sense. CCSS activity:  Work backward from what students need to do in 5th grade.  Students should understand and solve problems that are in an unfamiliar format or are expressed differently and explain their reasoning – “read it, draw it, explain it.”

Friendship groups.  Loss of a counselor has really affected the school, both in the office and classrooms.   Ms. Bakker’s friendship groups provide social and emotional support for students.  Groups are referral based.  Letter coming to parents.  Will be held during lunch, because students are already pulled in and out of class for various reasons.

C. FINANCIAL REPORT
Rowland could not attend but reports that we are moving smoothly.   Erika mentioned that the budget does not yet include Harvest Carnival income.  Donations for AGC are just under 30K, so we are about halfway there.  $3100 has not yet been deposited (PayPal AGC donations).  $1500 Chess Club expense is also not yet included. 

D. LEGISLATIVE REPORT.  No report.  Mike Kelly absent.

E. OLD BUSINESS

AGC.  Erika reported that Golden Envelope Campaign will be at movie night.  Masons have not yet responded to request, so their gift may need to be made up (approximately $3,000).

Membership Report.  No report.

Auction Committee.  Liz Schroder reported that they would like to purchase Greater Giving software.  It will save 165-180 hours of volunteer time.  The complete suite pricing is $1,695.  RJ said the school can provide laptops to run the software since it is currently not very compatible with Apple.  If it is within the auction budget, it does not require a vote.  If not, PTA could approve using some of the money from last year’s auction to increase the auction budget to include this item.  This would require a vote at the General Meeting in January.  The current budget is $9,000, with an expected fundraising goal of $60,000.

F. NEW BUSINESS
Seattle Public Schools Revised Boundary Proposal.  Director Peaslee joined in celebrating that the proposed North Beach proposed boundaries have been revised in the latest draft, thanks to community feedback. She also reported that the district has appointed a Committee for Math Adoption to study issues around math curriculum.  
Olympic Manor Community (OMCC) Fencing Concerns.  Catherine Wheatbrook, President of the OMCC, reported that the OMCC group has met with the district, including Flip Herndon.  She reported a productive discussion so far.  Outcome of most recent meeting is that once the district’s land survey is done, district and OMCC will decide together how to meet various needs:  security of kids, issues around environmentally sensitive slope and wildlife reserve and heron habitat, etc.   Catherine invited PTA Members to be involved, and Erika will extend that invitation to the parent community.  Tim Dugaw made the point that Sandy Hook tragedy raises concerns that North Beach be adequately protected with a barrier.  Catherine set forth several issues:  Chain link fences can be climbed.  Black coated vinyl might be more aesthetically pleasing.  There are places where houses are three feet from the property line.  A permit is needed on an environmentally protected slope.  The survey results will come in 10 days and another meeting will occur.  
Trello.  As an alternative to using Trello for online volunteer engagement and coordination, there may be alternative programs like Sign-up Genius or Jooners.  Further research will occur.
Wearables.  Items have been back-ordered.  Lynne will pick up an additional load soon.  Then Lynne will need help filling the orders. Wearable income is $1,352.  

G. UPCOMING EVENTS:

· 11/11 Veteran’s Day – No School

· 11/15 Movie Night

· 11/25-27 Parent-Teacher Conferences – No School
· 11/28 Thanksgiving – No School

· 11/29 Black Friday – No School

· 12/3 PTA Board Meeting
 ADJOURN 8:25
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